Progress Report for the ICDD Steering Committee Meeting, May 2011

A result from the two-year ICDD project “Empowering (Migrant) Domestic Workers” is the launch of the

Domestic Workers' Research Network

The 3rd ICDD Workshop on Domestic Work took place from Dec 15-17, 2010 in Amsterdam and was hosted by
the Dutch trade union FNV Bondgenoten. The participants, among them three representatives from the Interna-
tional Domestic Workers' Network (IDWN) from Hong Kong, Tanzania and Geneva, discussed how researchers
and domestic workers' unions and groups can better collaborate in the future. The group worked on a research
agenda that helps advancing the rights of domestic workers.

Researchers also presented preliminary results from studies conducted within the framework of the
ICDD, e.g. a comparative study on how domestic workers organize themselves in eleven countries. The workshop
participants, including researchers from Argentina, the Philippines and Italy joining via conference call, agreed
upon the foundation of a Domestic Workers' Research Network that is to be launched at the 100th International
Labour Conference in June 2011.

The secretariat of the DWRN is hosted by the ICDD. The coordinators of the DWRN are Claire Hobden,
Rebeca Pabon and Helen Schwenken.

Upcoming event: Official launch of the Domestic Workers Research Network is June 12, 2011 in Geneva
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