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Kassel, the documenta-city in the land of fairy tales, is renowned as a

Thematic Structure:

center of culture and arts. It has a long rich history. Located in the heart of

Germany, Kassel’s past is not only closely linked to the region of Hesse, it

is also in_many. ways representative cg’Germany’s history as a whole.
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This course is offered based on the preferences that students expressed in

the previous years. The focus will be on three major topics.

1. First, we will explore the events and circumstances that led to
the rise of Hitler and the Nazis. Which central factors made the “Third
Reich” possible? In order to find answers to this question, it is




UNIKASSEL
VERSITAT

necessary to take a look at the so-called “Second Reich”, which started in
1871. Both World War | and the following Weimar Republic supported the
Nazis and Hitler and finally made it possible for Hitler to gain control over

the country.

2. The second topic will focus on the Third Reich. We will not only
examine this dictatorship’s underlying structure, but will also analyze the
ideology that motivated the Nazis. We will ask questions such as “How
did H|tIer ta1<e-'€]ermany to World WE? 1?”, “How did the Holocaust

unfold?” “What were the con%equegces*ffft‘ge Holocaust?” and “What was

the Iegaey of_ijthe Th|rd Relch‘?” ..‘,.- *
.,,_‘_‘i* | In the thjrd toplc covered by the course ‘we W|II concentrate on the
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~German Democratic Republic (GDR) and the Federal Republ-l_Ct_ef.Germany

~ A
(FRG), the two German states that were formed after World War Il. Not

nly were these states integrated into two different ideological systems, =
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;;=" th'e western capitalist world on the one hand and the eastern c 'tnmu.nistr —

i world on th ggther hand but the hlstory of two German states also |s a]l
r

that tra’§'1tfs ’pea.l{zwfﬁaﬁthe reumL(tnonl-and thh,fad%ﬂ}e!; ‘
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Berlin WaII in 1989. Why were there two German states at all and why
were they integrated into different ideological systems? What was life like
in those states? What was the purpose of the “Wall” and, especially, which

steps were taken to finally bring it to a fall?
This seminar will offer students the chance to explore possible answers to

those above and similar questions dealing with German history in the 20th

century.
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Method:

The course will be taught with a mixture of lectures, seminar

discussionszzand excursions. The clg’s will explore historical sites in
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Ideal for students of history, political and social sciences. Students from

other areas of studies, who are interested in German history and politics

are welcome as well.




Lecturer:

Diena Janakat is a graduate of the University of Kassel, where she

studied history, English and educational sciences. Her research and

teaching focus on German History in the 19t and 20" century. Born
and raised in Kassel herself, she also developed a special interest in the
role of Kassel in history and started her research on local historical

topics. She h s 'experience teaching; I¥I, German and American history

Suggested Literature and Online Resources:

To be announced.




