
Conference Agenda
14-15 January 2016, Gießhaus Kassel

Thursday, 14 January 2016

1:00 pm Registration

1:30 pm
1:45 pm

Welcome & Introduction to the Conference (Dean, Vice President)
Opening Address (Prof. Dr. Aram Ziai, Prof. Dr. Elisabeth Tuider)

2:15 pm Keynote I 
Prof. Dr. Gurminder K. Bhambra, University of Warwick (UK)
“Postcolonial and Decolonial Reconstructions: The Difference that Haiti Makes”

3:15 pm Coffee Break

3:45 pm Panels
1. Context matters: Doing postcolonial research in Germany 

“Global Inequalities Beyond Occidentalism - Challenges for a postcolonial Sociology in  
Germany”  
Prof. Dr. Manuela Boatcă, FU Berlin

“Anybody listening to the subaltern speaking German?”  
Prof. Dr. Encarnación Gutiérrez Rodríguez, Justus-Liebig-University Gießen

“Diaspora Studies: Reconnecting and Contesting within the Process of Knowledge  
Production”
Dr. Noa Ha, TU Berlin



2. Me and the Others - the researching subject in postcolonial research

“I Wear So Many Hats: Learning to Speak As a Community, Not for Them”
Laura Ann Chubb, M.A., University of Auckland

“For more feelings of unease within white research practice! A critical whiteness perspective  
on postcolonial research encounters”
Katharina Fritsch, University of Vienna

“‘Committing epistemicide?’ On the Impossibility of Doing Ethnography”
Luisa Hoffmann, Goethe University Frankfurt

"Exploring ethics and researching rights in a globalized world" 
Dr. Mariam Popal, University of Bayreuth 

“Decolonial historical realism and Pluriversalization. Approaching the question of history,  
interpretation and theory in relation to decolonial research”
Dr. Julia Suárez-Krabbe, Roskilde University

3. De/reconstructing global knowledge orders

“Derrida and the hospitality in IR”  
Dr. Vjosa Musliu, Ghent University

“The Philosophy of Liberation and the Place of Islamic Epistemologies in the Modern Social  
Sciences and Humanities”
Latife Reda, Research Consultant at ILO Beirut

“How the decolonization of the history of ideas can be helpful for the decolonization of  
research on democracy”
Dr. Sibylle de la Rosa, University of Heidelberg

“On Epistemic Violence. Agaciro & the limits of moving beyond Wilsonian interventionist  
knowledge production on Rwanda”
Dr. Olivia Rutazibwa, University of Portsmouth

“Africa in Oceania: thinking besides the subaltern”
Dr. Robbie Shilliam, Queen Mary University of London

6:15 pm Break

6:30 pm Performance (Philipp Khabo Koepsell)
followed by
Panel discussion (öffentliches Panel in deutscher Sprache) 
“Postkolonial forschen in Deutschland – nutzlos oder überfällig?

9:00 pm Dinner at Il Convento



Friday, 15 January 2016

9:00 am Keynote II
Prof. Dr. Aida Hernández Castillo, CIESAS (Mexico)
“Decolonizing Feminism: Theories and Practices from the Margins”

10.00 am Panels

4. Traveling normative concepts

“Human Rights from a third world perspective: strategies for decolonisation”
Dr. José-Manuel Barreto, Max Planck Institute for European Legal History Frankfurt

“Should Frankfurt be decolonized or pronvincialized?”
Dr. Floris Biskamp, University of Kassel

“Inventing ‘Modern Chinese People’ via Social Surveys: Practicing Method in China, 1910-
1940”
Yijin He,  Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 

“Border thinking? Unsettling basic concepts of critical migration research and activism”
Aino Korvensyrjä, University of Helsinki
                                               

5. Materiality matters

“From the postcolonial to the decolonial: approaching the post-invasion Iraqi women’s  
rights movement"
Zahra Ali, EHESS of Paris and IFPO

“The imperial connection: visualising the colonial economy”  
Dr. Branwen Gruffydd Jones, Goldsmiths College London

“Silencing the female subaltern again? About the hierarchical organization of Southern  
NGOs against neoliberal globalization”
Dr. Christine Löw, Goethe University Frankfurt

“Unpacking Coloniality in Mexican Health Deveopment Discourse through Embodiment, Art  
and Conversations between Ontologies of the Body”
Paulina Trejo Mendez, Erasmus University Rotterdam

6. Transforming power relations in research and teaching

“Community Accountable Scholarship within a Participatory Action Research (PAR) Model”
Melanie Brazzel, HU Berlin

“Teaching without the Master’s tools? Interrogating the links between research and  
teaching in creating a decolonised world”
Dr. Andrew Davies, University of Liverpool

“Decolonizing Reflexivity in Collaborative Ethnography: a case study from an intercultural  
university in Mexico “
Prof. Dr. Gunther Dietz & Laura Selene Mateos Cortés

"Empowerment among teenage students of colour in Berlin: a community wealth based  
approach to research"  
Toan Quoc Nguyen, xy

"Unpacking 'Black Paris' - Negotiating empowerment and diasporic blackness in standpoint  
research"  
Vanessa Thompson, M.A., Goethe University Frankfurt

12:30 pm Lunch Break



1:30 pm Panels

7. Decolonizing the interview

"Decolonizing the interview: a futile and treacherous pursuit?"  
Dr. Maria Eriksson Baaz, University of Gothenburg

"Receiving and giving in research practice. Reflections on research in transcultural spaces”  
Prof. Dr. Cornelia Giebeler, University of Bielefeld

“Expert community in transitional reform”
Tijana Moraca, Sapienza University Rome

“Reality versus Utopia. (Dis)connections between my field of research, research practice and  
a way out?”
Mirjam Tutzer, Goethe University Frankfurt

8. Re-reading the colonial archive

“Constructions of childhood and deviance: in need of a post-colonial turn”
Chandni Basu, Albert Ludwigs University of Freiburg 

"Decolonising comparison – case studies in a postcolonial history of development"  
Prof. Dr. Hubertus Büschel, Justus-Liebig-University Gießen

“Challenging the domestic colonial archive: towards a theory from the Italian South”
Carmine Conelli, University of Naples “L'Orientale”

“Film studies and postcolonial perspectives”
Dr. Matthias de Groof, University of Antwerp

"Barking up the wrong tree, or why a re-reading of the colonial archive should make  
'methodological nationalism' one of our lesser worries"  
Prof. Dr. Peo Hansen, Linköping University

9. Transdisciplinary & decolonial? Practicing participatory research

“Doing and Un-Doing Knowledge Production in Migration Studies - Decolonizing Methods  
and Approaches through Participatory-Processes”
Katherine Braun, University of Hamburg

“Decolonizing migration research: Risks and side effects of moving beyond the confines of  
academic standard”
María Teresa Herrera Vivar, M.A., Goethe University Frankfurt

"Academic institutional challenges for a decolonialization of our research practices.  
Experiences from collaborative research with Women's Rights Organizations in Mexico” 
Anika Meckesheimer, Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana Mexico City

"We want to be the protagonists of our own stories!' Reflections on a participatory research  
project of researchers and domestic workers in The Netherlands & South Africa” 
Prof. Dr. Helen Schwenken, University of Osnabrück

10. Activist research

“Teaching without the Master’s tools? Interrogating the links between research and  
teaching in creating a decolonised world”
Dr. Andrew Davies, University of Liverpool

“Suggestions how to overcome the privilege of the last word in research”
Mechthild Exo, FU Berlin

“The Black feminist movement in the Netherlands”
Chandra Frank, Goldsmiths College London



“The proof of the pudding is in the eating” – Knowledge Production as political praxis in the  
context of transnational solidarity”
Sebastian Garbe, M.A., Justus-Liebig-University Gießen

“Research in Roma communities”
Charlotte Kühlbrandt, M.A., London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine

“The Ethics and Politics of Doing Research ‘Otherwise’: Reflections on Practicing  
Participatory Research as Decolonizing Methodology”
Johanna Leinius, Goethe University Frankfurt

4:00 pm Coffee Break

4:30 pm Keynote III
Prof. Dr. Siba Grovogui, Africana Studies and Research Center, Cornell University (USA)
“International Reality Beyond Eurocentrism – Modes of Inquiry”

Closing Remarks (Prof. Dr. Aram Ziai, Prof. Dr. Elisabeth Tuider)

5:30 pm End of conference


