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Did you hear the news? A Yank landed on the moon yesterday …

Model of the Haus der 

Statistik (HdS), the 

architectural competi-

tion entry of Schwei-

zer, Tscheschner, and 

Schulz

The core task of the Central Office of Statistics 
of the GDR was to “statistically monitor the ful-
fillment of all aspects of the planned economy.” 
Statistics was seen as “a highly effective tool for 
monitoring and assessing planning at the central 
and local levels [of government] as well as in 
factories and combines” (Arno Donda, 1970). 
However, the facts and figures compiled to this 
end were kept hidden from public view. The role 
of the Central Office of Statistics was thus not 
only descriptive but also restrictive.1

Data in the annually published Statistical Year-
book of the GDR also misled the West: the effici-
ency of East Germany’s economy was massively 
overestimated. 1

As Arno Donda, Director of the Central Office of 
Statistics of the GDR from 1963 to 1990, once 
said, it had been recognized that there was a need 
“to make better use of statistics as an agitprop 
weapon, namely to disseminate propaganda and 
mobilize Party organizations and the labor force 
to meet the planned economy’s declared targets.”1

By 1970, the Haus der Statistik was ready and the 
Central Office of Statistics (SZS) of the GDR mo-
ved in. Departments of the Ministry of State Secu-
rity, the “Stasi,” moved into the upper floors. On 
the ground floor there were two restaurants, (Jagd-
klause and Mocca-Eck), a store for hunting and 
fishing equipment (Suhler Jagdhütte), and another 
for products from the USSR (Natascha).

Construction of the Haus der Statistik began 8 
March 1968. Here, too, the design came from an 
architects’ collective: Manfred Hörner, Peter Senf, 
and Joachim Härter. It foresaw not a prefab con-
crete slab construction but a reinforced concrete 
skeleton.

The order to institute a Central Office of Stati-
stics was given 19 October 1945 by the Soviet 
Military Administration in Germany (SMAD), 
which at the time was in charge of the whole of 
eastern Germany. Its headquarters were in Berlin-
Karlshorst and it was a part of the Ministry of 
Planning.

The Fifth Congress of the ruling SED (Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany) resolved in 1958 to ex-
tend the axis of the boulevard Stalinallee, (now 
Karl-Marx-Allee), as far as the Alex. In 1964, the 
city administration of East Berlin launched a com-
petition for redesign of Alexanderplatz, inviting 
six architecture offices to take part. The winning 
proposal came from Schweizer, Tscheschner, and 
Schulz, an architects’ collective. 

After the war, masses of local people were con-
scripted to clear the ruins and rubble, as a first step 
towards the proposed reconstruction of the entire 
Alexanderplatz.

In early April 1945, the war front reached Alex-
anderplatz, a major square and transport hub in 
the downtown Berlin district then known as Kö-
nigsvorstadt. In combat for Alexanderplatz, the 
Red Army also bombarded the surroundings. Sub-
stantial areas of Königsvorstadt and many of the 
buildings on “the Alex” were destroyed only days 
before the war ended.

»Reunion on the Alex, bitching cold. Though next 
year, 1929, will be even colder—Nothing for a 
while, pause for rest and recuperation.«
Alfred Döblin: Berlin Alexanderplatz, Berlin 1929,
translated by Michael Hoffmann, NYRB Classics, 
2018

The protest march on Alexanderplatz, 4 November 
1989, was the largest in the history of the GDR to 
take place with the permission, but not the involve-
ment, of the East German state. Organized by the 
employees of several theaters in East Berlin, the 
protest march and the final rally on Alexanderplatz 
called for constitutional rights, freedom of the press, 
free speech, and the right to public assembly—and 
adamantly opposed the use of violence.

IN 2015

On October 3 1990, the day of German reunifica-
tion, the Rostock pastor Joachim Gauck was ap-
pointed Federal Commissioner for the Records of 
the State Security Service of the former German 
Democratic Republic (BStU). A core demand of 
the Peaceful Revolution of autumn 1989 was thus 
anchored in the state apparatus of united Germa-
ny: citizens of the former GDR would be able to 
access any files the secret services had kept on 
them. 

In 2008 the Stasi Records Agency and the Fe-
deral Office of Statistics moved out of Haus der 
Statistik. It has stood vacant ever since. Thieves 
have broken in, stripped the building of non-fer-
rous metals, cables and metal doors.
For safety reasons, all windows were removed in 
2015: there was a risk of glass panes falling out.

The Akademie der ZUsammenKUNFT was 
founded in summer 2016, under a name sugges-
ting that cooperation and solidarity are keys to 
the future. The Academy launched a temporary 
program at the Haus der Statistik, as well as a 
ZUsammenKUNFT pilot project at Stresemann-
straße 95. The Academy’s remit is to foster peer-
to-peer debate on artistic practices and other 
forms of knowledge production, and so contri-
bute to realizing the HdS’ proposal for a social, 
artistic, and creative center for refugees, as well 
as other forms of civil democracy at the heart of 
Berlin, on Alexanderplatz.

In December 2015, a project coalition including 
professional expertise was founded to develop 
a concept for the Haus der Statistik. Presented 
later that same month, the concept foresaw broad 
public access to a diverse range of uses, and 
providing space for cultural and social projects, 
the arts, education and outreach, and affordable 
housing, as well as a new city hall and administ-
rative block for the Berlin-Mitte district.

The master plan developed for the Alexander-
platz in 1993 by architect Hans Kollhoff had 
proposed a significant number of skyscrapers—
including one on the Haus der Statistik site.

Likewise, in January 2010, following a new ar-
chitectural competition for the redesign of Ale-
xanderplatz, the winning entry by Berlin-based 
architecture office Augustin and Frank proposed 
the demolition of the Haus der Statistik.

An art happening in September 2015—a fake 
opening of the Haus der Statistik as a new cul-
tural and social center—put the location back in 
the public eye. The Berlin Alliance of Artists’ 
Studios under Threat (AbBA: Allianz bedrohter 
Berliner Atelierhäuser) initiated the stunt in hope 
of sparking a debate on value and the need for 
synergetic production sites that pursue artistic 
and social goals in parallel. As a result, further 
ideas for the future of the HdS were compiled; 
and preliminary talks were held with the relevant 
policymakers.

Hans, das soll das 

Haus der Statistik 

werden?!?
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Quelle: Zeitschrift für amtliche Statistik, Berlin Brandenburg 2012 S. 72
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