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Information on data protection for empirical and experimental theses 

 

If you work with data as part of your thesis, the topic of data protection is of great importance. The 

processing of personal data (such as date of birth or e-mail address) generally falls within the scope of 

the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). Anonymized data, i.e., data that can no longer be linked 

to a person, is not covered by the GDPR; however, the requirements for anonymized data are higher than 

one would assume based on common parlance. 

The collection of personal data is generally permitted if it is necessary for the research purpose of 

the thesis and the corresponding consent of the affected persons has been obtained. However, to ensure 

the security of their data, you must comply with certain data protection and documentation obligations. 

If you plan to collect personal data or are provided with personal data by our department, please 

familiarize with the subject early on. Respective information can be found on the University of Kassel 

data protection team’s webpage. The information is currently only available in German language, but 

some guidance in English is provided by the European Research Council. If you plan to collect own 

data, this may have to be agreed upon with the data protection team. Please also discuss the topic with 

your supervisor early on (while you are working on your exposé). 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Prof. Dr. Jochen Michaelis 
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