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Information for Students Planning a Thesis at the  

Unit of Macroeconomics 

 (as of: January 24, 2026) 

 

 

Topic Selection 

Proposed topics are refined in an initial meeting with the Head of Department, Prof. Dr. 

Gründler. Please schedule this meeting independently and prepare in advance. In particular, 

reflect on the following questions before the meeting: 

• Research question: What specific question will you investigate, and what knowledge 

gap does it address? 

• Literature basis: Which recent peer-reviewed studies are relevant to your question, 

and how do they inform your approach? 

• Structure: What is the intended outline of your thesis? 

• Methodology: Which approach will you use (empirical, theoretical, literature-based)? 

 

Prerequisites 

Please note the following prerequisites for writing a thesis at the department: 

• Bachelor theses: At least one, ideally two, bachelor-level courses of the department 

should have been successfully completed. 

• Master theses: At least one master-level course of the department should have been 

successfully completed. Participation in the master seminar is strongly recommended 

to prepare effectively for the thesis, as it teaches key scientific skills. 
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An overview of all courses offered in the respective semester can be found on the 

department’s website under Courses. 

 

Deadlines  

If you wish to write a thesis in the Unit of Macroeconomics, please get in touch at the 

beginning of the semester. Make sure to observe our current internal deadlines for 

departmental planning (see the department website under Theses). Supervision requests 

submitted after these dates may not be considered for supervision in the current semester. 

Following the initial meeting, you will have a period to familiarize yourself with the relevant 

literature and methodology. At roughly the midpoint of the writing phase (Bachelor theses: 

~4 weeks; Master theses: ~2 months), you are expected to present the current status of your 

work to the unit. 

 

Formal Requirements for Theses 

All Bachelor’s and Master’s theses must comply with formal guidelines, which are available 

on our website under Theses. 

Submitted theses will be screened using appropriate software for plagiarism and for the use 

of AI-based writing tools (e.g., ChatGPT). 

 

Internal Guidelines for Thesis Preparation and Defense 

We provide internal guidelines for the preparation and defense of Bachelor’s and Master’s 

theses. The guidelines establish academic and formal standards expected at each stage of 

thesis work, including topic selection, literature review, methodological design, thesis 

structure, and oral defense. Students are expected to consult the guidelines at the outset to 

ensure that their thesis meets the standards necessary for degree completion. 

https://www.uni-kassel.de/fb07/ivwl/makrooekonomik/lehre/lehrveranstaltungen.html
https://www.uni-kassel.de/fb07/en/ivwl/macroeconomics/teaching/theses
https://www.uni-kassel.de/fb07/en/ivwl/macroeconomics/teaching/theses
https://www.uni-kassel.de/fb07/ivwl/makrooekonomik/lehre/abschlussarbeiten.html#c1030486

