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Seminar Information

Goal: Every student participating in the seminar will work on a specific topic at the intersection
of macroeconomics and economic policy. Students create new insights into pressing economic
policy questions in the project stage (October — early January). During the presentation stage,
insights are presented to, and results as well as their policy implications are discussed in class.

Deadlines and schedule: See the separate document “Schedule” for details.

Topics: Topics will be announced in early October, along with a few references as a starting
point for a further literature review. Please note that handing in mere literature reviews does not
suffice for passing the seminar.

Students’ own contributions and new scientific insights: All seminar papers should derive
new insights beyond the existing literature. Students may choose in which of the following three
areas they wish to generate insights

1. An empirical analysis using statistical methods on observational data
2. Extending an existing theoretical model
3. Designing and conducting an experiment among the students in class (and beyond).

Empirical papers require applying statistical methods, e.g. conducting own regression analyses,
hypothesis testing, etc. Extensions of theoretical models involve the analyses of model
mechanisms and the implications of introducing additional variables. Experiments should aim
to shed light on behavioral macroeconomic questions with a view to their policy implications,
e.g. how perceptions and expectations causally shape individual decision-making.

Prior knowledge: Students who wish to participate should have experience in statistical data
analysis methods, i.e. students should have successfully completed an empirical and/or applied
modules at the University of Kassel, or elsewhere. Students who wish to extend a theoretical
model should have completed classes with a strong theoretical focus, such as ‘Economics of
Growth’. Students who want to conduct an experiment should have successfully completed
experimental economics courses.

Capacity: We will offer a total of 10 topics to choose from. In case there are more than 10
students attending, each topic can be assigned a maximum of two students. In such cases, each
student writes their own seminar paper independent of the other student. But end-of-seminar
presentations will be conducted jointly.



Workshops and paper: Students will write their seminar paper in the form of an academic
paper. In support we offer two workshops, one on how to write a scientific paper, and one on
how to present a scientific paper at a conference. Participation in both workshops is
mandatory and will be checked. You may not hand in seminar papers unless you have
participated in these workshops.

With your binding registration at the seminar (30 October 2025), you declare that you will be
able to participate in the workshops.

Presentation and discussion during seminar: Each student or student pair will present their
seminar paper at the end of the semester. We expect a lively discussion of the presentation and
topic in class.



