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Call to promote alternative energy resources

From Our Correspondent

FAISALABAD: Speakers at an interna-
tional workshop on Wednesday called for
promoting alternative energy resources,
including wind, solar, biogas and bio-
mass, to become self-sufficient in the en-
ergy sector.

Chairing the inaugural session of a
three-day workshop on renewable energy
technologies for community development
arranged by the UAF’s Faculty of Agri-
cultural Engineering and Technology in
collaboration with the DAAD Germany,
UAF Vice-Chancellor Dr Iqrar Ahmad
Khan said that the country was having
tremendous potential to produce elec-
tricity through 81 million ton biomass,
720 million kilogram animal dung, wind
|| and solar. Through the wind energy,
| 20,000mw could be produced, he said,
|| adding that the country had also the po-
/| tential to produce 5,000mw from 82 mil-

lion ton biomass. He said that water was
becoming scarce as the country was fac-
ing the worst per capita water availabil-
ity. He lauded the steps being taken on
the part of the government to overcome
the energy crisis. He said that the Punjab
government was establishing the Punjab
Bioenergy Institute at the UAF that
would help promote bioenergy. He said
that the university had launched the first-
ever BSc Energy System Engineering to
produce the skilled manpower to deal
with the crisis. Dr Uwe Richter from the
University of Kassel, Germany, said that
the first solar energy village - Juhnde -
was established in Germany in 2005. He
said that there were 150 communities in
Germany, which were registered as
bioenergy villages while hundreds more
were in the planning phase. He said that
in the time, when the climate changes
were playing havoc with the lives of the
people, there was the dire need to shift

towards environmental-friendly tech-
nologies. Dean Faculty of Agriculture En-
gineering Dr Allah Bakhsh called for pro-
moting alternative energy technologies.
Dr Anjum Munir said that the UAF had
developed various renewable technolo-
gies, including solar thermal technolo-
gies, biogas plant and biogas gasification
unit He said that the university had also
established the solar thermal park in col-
laboration with the DAAD and the ICDD.

Dr Christian Dade from the University
of Kassel said that the issue of pollution,
decreasing water resources and climate
changes were posing the serious threat
to the people. Dr Katherine Troger from
the University of Kassel called for pro-
moting the renewable energy and tap-
ping the potential from the wind, solar
and biomass. She said that Pakistan was
facing the energy crisis and adoption of
attentive energy resources would help
fight the crisis.
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