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11. & 12. December 2025
Kassel University

WORKSHOP

Convenors: Ariane Gotz, Andreas Thiel
Section of International Agricultural Policy and Environmental Governance
Faculty of Organic Agricultural Sciences
University of Kassel

Nested markets and the question of trade. Modes, potentials and drawbacks of promoting sustainable
agriculture in crisis

Contemporary disputes about international trade revolve around “the morality of markets” and the regulation and
implications of “self-interested behavior within markets” — for societies, ecologies, economies, and the climate (Finn
2006). Thus, on an international level different sets of value in regard to agriculture and food systems are negotiated.
The inclusion of agriculture in the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1995 initiated an era of post-exceptionalism,
and with it the institutionalization of an unlevel playing field — regarding core- periphery relations as well as
conventional and alternative forms of agricultural production. Ongoing processes of concentration of market and
bargaining power and wealth in the global agricultural and food markets and the rise of corporate authority have
further aggravated the situation of farmers and agricultural countries worldwide (Clapp, 2015). In addition to unfair
trade competitiveness, the multiple crises of food, energy, the environment; supply chain disruptions during Covid,
and war and conflict have added to the multiple problems of the sector, ultimately harming societies, ecologies and
the climate.

The workshop “Nested markets and the question of trade” is interested in discussing how more agroecologically
oriented agriculture and food systems could thrive in such a difficult politico-economic and -ecologic context. The
broader development of agroecology requires a reconfiguration of the trade regime into which it is embedded.
Normative concepts like delinking and polycentric global governance have been raised in this regard. Others in the
EU recently called for a revival of a more interventionist common market order for European agriculture. Research
suggests that agroecological markets tend to be nested (territorial) markets, which thrive on (newly established)
connections of stakeholders within the food system and follow a different logic and management approach than
conventional markets. They rely on idiosyncratic product and market features which allow them to function as and
maintain their niche. Rather than being controlled by corporations (“food empires”), they are characterized by short
supply and value chains, on-farm processing, and higher share of value added remaining at the local level (e.g.,
Schneider et al. 2016). However, it seems difficult to scale these qualities and conditions in the context of standards
and the governance of the global agriculture and food system.

Regarding trade regimes and their localized implications for agroecological production and food systems, we wish
to explore sustainability approaches and options that use rooms to maneuver within the existing trade regimes to
bring about change and/or address the multiple problems and critiques of the status quo. The question is if there
were potentials in trade regimes to facilitate the emergence and promotion of nested markets from the niche. The
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workshop also aims to discuss recommendations for alternatives to the current normative and institutional
parameters around which trade is structured and legitimized as well as the normative assumptions underpinning
nested markets and their functioning. That way it is to provide an outlook on experiences and considerations
regarding the potentials and hindrances as well as the multiple implications of promoting agroecological nested
markets in the context of the reconfiguration of trade regimes.

Indicative schedule:

Arrival and registration: 11. December, 5:00 — 6:00 pm
Zeichensaal, Steinstralte 19, Witzenhausen, Uni Kassel

11. December, 6:00 — 7:30 pm

Welcome (Ariane G6tz and Andreas Thiel)

Conceptual requirements?
Agroecology-based local agri-food system, nested markets and the role of agricultural trade

Prof. Manuel Gonzalez de Molina (via Zoom)

Laboratorio de Historia de los Agroecosistemas

University Pablo de Olavide, Sevilla, Spain

Practical experiences?

Can procurement in public catering save the world? On the local food system transformation (tbc)
Dr. Julia Plessing, Scientific Project Leader (tbc)

Research Institute for Sustainability | at GFZ

Questions and answers, discussion, outlook workshop day

Reception followed by dinner of workshop participants
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12. December, Friday
Expert reactions to the trade implications and potentials of nested markets: realistic or revolutionary?

9:00 — 10:00 am
Statements by invited participants (20 minutes each + 10 minutes questions of clarification)

e Dr. Bettina Rudloff, Senior Associate, Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik - German Institute for
International and Security, Berlin, Germany (via Zoom)

e Dr. Hubertus Gay, Acting Head Dept. Agricultural Trade, OECD, Paris, France (via Zoom)

Coffee break

10:15-11:45
Statements by invited participants (20 minutes each + 10 minutes questions of clarification)

e Guus Geurts, Agricultural Trade Policy Analyst, Netherlands
e Dr. Martina Bozzola, Head of Department Agricultural and Food Systems, Fibl Switzerland

e Prof. Praveen Jha, Jawarhal Nehru University, New Delhi, India (via Zoom)

Feedback round among panel experts
Summary and outlook for discussion

Coffee break
12:15 — 13:00 Discussion of workshop questions among audience and expert panelists
Lunch
14:00 — 15:30 Discussion of workshop questions among audience and expert panelists, summary, outlook
End of workshop
Venue:
Zeichensaal
Universitét Kasse - Fachbereich 11 - Okologische Agrarwissenschaften
Steinstr. 19

D-37213 Witzenhausen

Accommodation: Hotel Stadt Witzenhausen, Am Sande 8
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