NARRATIVE REPORT ON THE TWO-DAY WORKSHOP ON GENDER-
RESPONSIVE PERMACULTURE PRACTICES FOR SUSTAINABLE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.

Introduction

The Ghana Permaculture Institute (GPI) organized a two-day workshop from 18th to 19th July 2024, under
the theme "Gender-Responsive Permaculture Practices for Sustainable Community Development " which
was solely sponsored by GPN. The event brought together a diverse range of participants, including
development organization representatives, community leaders, women's groups, youth organizations, civil
society partners, government officials, and policymakers. The goal was to foster sustainable community
development through gender-responsive permaculture practices and to ensure that these principles are
integrated into both local projects and broader policy frameworks.

Participants

A total of 58 individuals participated in the workshop. Of these, 8 were experts in areas such as gender,
permaculture, and sustainable agriculture, while 50 were community members and beneficiaries, including
women's groups, youth organizations, and other marginalized stakeholders involved in sustainable
development projects.

Workshop Objectives
The key objectives of the workshop were:

To enhance participants' understanding of gender dynamics in permaculture projects.

To integrate gender-responsive approaches into permaculture practices.

To foster community participation and engagement in project planning.

To promote sustainable agriculture techniques that address gender equity.

To advocate for accountability, transparency, and policy engagement in community development
projects.
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Day 1: July 18, 2024

The first day of the workshop began with registration and welcome remarks by Dr. Agnes Ameyaa, Director
of the Ghana Permaculture Institute. The keynote address, delivered by Mr. Louis Ankomah, a Gender and
Development Expert, highlighted the importance of gender-responsive permaculture practices for
sustainable development.

The morning session featured two presentations:

e Session 1: "Understanding Gender Dynamics in Permaculture Projects" by Mrs. Linda
Limbadegah, a Gender Specialist, provided insights into how gender roles influence participation
in permaculture initiatives.



e After a tea/coffee break,

e Session 2: "Integrating Gender-Responsive Approaches into Permaculture Practices," delivered by
Mrs. Elham Ware Yakubu, explored practical ways to implement gender-sensitive strategies in
permaculture projects.

The afternoon session continued with:
e Session 3: "Deepening Participation and Community Engagement in Project Planning" led by Mr.

Sarpong Omane Joseph, a Community Development Practitioner, which emphasized the need for
inclusive and participatory project planning to ensure community ownership and long-term success.

Day 2: July 19, 2024
The second day of the workshop began with:

e Session 4: "Sustainable Agriculture Techniques for Gender Equity," delivered by Mr. Selasie
Kwanse, a Sustainable Agriculture Specialist, which focused on innovative agricultural practices
that address both sustainability and gender equity.

Following a tea/coffee break, the workshop proceeded with:

e Session 5: "Ensuring Accountability and Transparency in Permaculture Projects,” presented by Mr.
Enoch Abowene, Accountability Expert. This session stressed the importance of transparency and
good governance in implementing successful permaculture initiatives.

After lunch, the final sessions included:
e Session 6: "Advocacy and Policy Engagement for Inclusive Development," by Prof. John Akparep,

a Policy Analyst, which encouraged participants to advocate for inclusive development through
effective policy engagement.



e Session 7: "Networking and Collaboration for Collective Impact,”" led by Dr. Agnes Ameyaa,
explored strategies for fostering partnerships and collaborations to amplify the impact of
permaculture projects.

Closing Session

The workshop concluded with a recap of key learning outcomes by Mr. Louis Ankomah, followed by
closing remarks and a certificate distribution ceremony, led by Dr. Agnes Ameyaa. Participants expressed
their commitment to applying the knowledge gained in their respective communities and projects.

Conclusion

The workshop successfully achieved its objectives, providing participants with valuable insights and
practical tools for promoting gender-responsive permaculture practices. GPI is confident that this initiative
will contribute to more inclusive and sustainable community development across Ghana. The institute looks
forward to continued collaboration with its partners to further this cause.






