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Introduction & Methods

Riparian forest ecosystems belong to the most vulnerable ecosystems on
our planet, but provide important ecological services. Over the last decades,
human interventions (such as regulating and narrowing of streams, logging
of trees, and over-grazing by livestock) have amplified these settings and
therefore profoundly altered these riparian ecosystems within short times.
To assess the vulnerability of these ecosystem, a study on the riparian tree
species Populus laurifolia by recording dendrometric variables and
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Results & Discussion

Stand density:

" Adult trees: lowest along the tributaries (range 1-9 vs. 17 ha'!, P<0.05)

" Root suckers/seedlings: highest along the tributaries (range 100-181 vs.
77 ha', P<0.05)

o/"‘°=‘-ﬁo? " Patchy stands (Fig.3) and lack of young age classes (DBH=4cm, Figs. 4)
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