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BRASILIEN

Guido Orgis
The country: Brazil is the largest country in Latin America, with 180 million inhabitants. Its official language is Portuguese. Brazil is divided in 24 states and one district. Geographically, the country is divided in five regions. The South and Southeast are the most developed regions, contributing with the largest shares of the GDP. The climate varies from subtropical in the South (with four seasons including a cold winter) to tropical in the North (with two warm seasons, one wet and one dry). The population is a deep mixture of origins: native, African and European.

The University System: There are 176 universities in the country, being 90 public institutions. There are also around 2000 other smaller institutions that offer taught programs in the degree level. The educational system is divided in the following way: fundamental education (first four years of study), basic education (fundamental plus four years), medium education (fundamental plus three years) and superior (degree level). After the degree, students can take a short specialization course (usually in one year), a master (two years) and a doctorate (up to four years). Public institutions are free of charge for all citizens.

Exchange programs: Uni Kassel has partnerships with 11 Brazilian universities (9 of them public). These exchange programs are the easiest path to enter a Brazilian university because they allow foreign students to take part in the courses through a simplified selection process intermediated by the universities of origin. Students willing to make the arrangements by their own are likely to follow the same selection process as a Brazilian student (an entrance exam for undergraduates and a strict evaluation for graduates). Uni Kassel’s partners are spread in most regions, allowing the students to choose between an interesting set of research focus. Universities in the Amazon region tend, for example, to have stronger focus on the environment, the biodiversity and anthropology. Institutions in the South and Southeast may have stronger engineering or social sciences departments. One characteristic of the Brazilian system is that the universities offer a wide range of study and research areas, because they are compelled to keep a minimum number of courses, research production and a proportion of teachers with PhD. Scholarships are usually offered to master and doctorate students, but most of them are only for Brazilian citizens. There are, however, partnerships between Brazilian and German institutions (like the DAAD) and scholarships in Europe that select students willing to study in South America. Just pay attention that courses in languages other than Portuguese are very uncommon.

Internship: Getting an internship in Brazil in not an easy task and depends on the student’s ability to look for it. Undergraduate students may look for a place through a national public network called CIEE. Looking in companies’ websites and in job agencies are other possibilities. The departments in the universities offer places for students to assist teachers or laboratories. German students may have an advantage looking for a place in German multinationals installed in the country (as Siemens, Volkswagen, Bosch and Thyssen-Krupp) or international NGOs.

Getting there: Brazil demands a visa for a stay longer than 3 months. The visa issued by the Brazilian consulate requires a valid passport, enrolment certificate and a fill-in-form. Details are in the website http://www.brasilianische-botschaft.de. The cost of living in Brazil is slightly lower than in Germany. Rooms can be rented for approx. 150 euros (accommodation is rarely provided by the institution). Meals in the universities are around 1 euro. It is strongly recommended that the students take an international health insurance (they are sold in travel agencies and regular insurance companies). Portuguese courses are offered in the universities and usually are free of charge. Some universities may demand a proof of knowledge of Portuguese. A return ticket from Germany costs around 1000 euros.
