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The country: Chile is famous for desert landscapes in the north, places like, the Moon Valley in San Pedro de Atacama, a place that has similar surfaces to the moon. The port city of Valparaiso close to the main capital Santiago has been declared Cultural Heritage by the UNESCO. In the south there are the ski resorts in Chillan and Pucon, with wonderful swimming pools of thermal water that come from the many volcanoes in the zone, glaciers and Patagonian scenery. Out in the Pacific Ocean in the Isla de la Pascua the magic encounter with the Moais, ancestral statutes of stone provides another tourist highlight. Chile also has an Antarctic territory, that is why it is a tri-continental country. 

The university system: There are two types of universities: the traditional, private but with state financial support that belong to the Council of Rectors (CRUCH), and the private universities with no financial support from the state. The universities that demand high grades to enter are the University of Chile, the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile and the University of Concepción, these are the three most important universities in the country. In the case of the private universities, some demand the exam and others do not. The most important private universities are: The Adolfo Ibañez University and the Andres Bello University. In all the regions of the country there are private and traditional universities, but the majority of them are concentrated in Santiago/Valparaiso (center) and in Concepcion (south).
Exchange programs: Exchange students can come to one of our 25 traditional or to one of our 35 private universities. The exchange opportunities are plenty: there are exchange proposals at a governmental level, but each university has its own exchange programs. The country is divided into 15 regions, from north to south, and in each region there are universities in which students can undertake studies in all areas of knowledge.

Exchange with Uni Kassel: Up to now there are only a few cooperations with Chilean Universities. In the social sciences there is a new exchange program with the University of Concepción from the FB 05, combined with two scholarships. The next deadline is April 30th 2007. For information contact Ana Maria Isidoro Losada (Isidoro.losada@uni-kassel.de).
University of Concepción: The University is located in the eighth region and it was founded in 1919. It was the third University in the country and the first to be established outside Santiago, the capital. Now it is the most important University in the south of Chile. At this University there are more than 80 disciplines and it is organized in three campuses. The most important is a 45 hectares green campus located in the center of Concepción.

Getting there: From outside the country students can get their VISA from any Chilean consul. For more information see: www.extranjeria.gob.cl Apart from a VISA students require an identity card, this is only available from the civil registry and identification service, by presenting your passport and a registry card that you can obtain from the police. For more information visit: http://www.registrocivil.cl
