

[image: MuMiS-Logo]
[image: MuMiS-Logo]






Reference Material
Basic Academic Vocabulary in English

 (
Extended 
Core Unit
)












 (
Autorenteam:
Mareike Hesse, Annelie Knapp, Silke Timmermann,
unter Mitarbeit von Vera Kurth
)
Starter course 
Devised by the Multilingualism and Multiculturalism in University Studies (MuMiS) project team
Developed at the University of Siegen, sponsored by VolkswagenStiftung
For information about the research project, see our website: http://www.mumis-projekt.de/
Copyright MuMiS 2014
1. English Affixes
Note: Below is a selection of affixes that appear in the AWL. Most of them have more than the one meaning or function mentioned! In the list of useful links and books are references where you can find more.
	Suffix
	Function/Meaning

	Example

	-ing
	turns verbs into nouns: action of doing what is expressed by the verb
	(a piece of) writing

	-ment
	turns verbs into nouns: act/process of what is denoted by the verb
	development; establishment

	-ion
	turns verbs into nouns: action of what is denoted by the verb
	pollution; suggestion

	-ation
	turns verbs or adjectives into nouns: action or state of what is denoted by the verb or adjective
	specification; cancellation; accommodation

	-ency
	turns adjectives into nouns: state of what is denoted by the adjective
	consistency; fluency 

	-or
	turns verbs into nouns: person/thing that does what is denoted by the verb
	actor; initiator; incubator

	-er
	turns verbs into nouns: person/thing that does the action denoted by the verb
	writer; winner; computer; designer



	-ive
	turns verbs into adjectives: tending to what is denoted by the verb
	suggestive; persuasive; inclusive

	-ent
	turns verbs into adjectives: performing the action denoted by the verb
	emergent; divergent

	-ory
	turns verbs into adjectives: state or effect of what is denoted by the verb
	sensory; mandatory; obligatory



	-ity
	turns adjectives into nouns: state of being what is denoted by the adjective
	credibility; immortality; 

	-ness
	turns adjectives into nouns: condition of what is denoted by adjective
	richness 



	-ize (-ise)
	turns adjectives into verbs: to cause what is denoted by adjective
	to familiarize; to computerize



	-ic
	turns nouns into adjectives: relating to what is denoted by the noun
	formulaic

	-ial
	turns nouns or adjectives into adjectives: relating to what is denoted by the noun or adjective
	confidential

	-ary
	turns nouns or verbs into adjectives: of/connected with what is denoted by the noun or verb
	supplementary; complementary

	-ful
	turns nouns into adjectives: full of what is denoted by the noun
	doubtful

	-ous
	turns nouns into adjectives: having the nature of what is denoted by the noun
	prestigious; discontinuous



	-ist
	added to nouns/adjectives/verbs to form nouns: person who practices in the field
	psychologist; physicist; artist; pianist; economist

	-ism
	added to nouns/adjectives to form nouns: typical behavior, state or condition of what is denoted by noun or adjective
	industrialism; racism; capitalism; postmodernism

	-ship
	added to nouns to form other nouns: condition of what is denoted by noun
	citizenship; entrepreneurship
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	-able
	turns transitive verbs and nouns into adjectives
	reliable; suitable



	-ology
	added to nouns to form other nouns: science of what is denoted by the first part of the word
	psychology; sociology




	Prefix
	Function/Meaning
	Example

	de-
	added to verbs: to undo what is denoted by the verb
	to decentralize

	re-
	added to verbs: to repeat the action denoted by the verb
	to reconsider

	un-
	added to verbs: to turn the action (or the outcome of the action) denoted by the verb into its opposite
added to adjectives: not having the quality denoted by the adjective
	to unbalance


unrelated; unbelievable; unconvincing

	dis-
	added to verbs/nouns/adjectives: not; to undo/reverse/to take away what is denoted by the verb, adjective, or noun
	to disconnect
disorientation
discontinuous


	il-/im-/in-/ir-
	added to nouns/adjectives: not showing the quality or characteristic that is denoted by the noun or adjective
	impracticality; impossibility; independence
insoluble; illogical; irregular; inconsistent

	mis-
	added to verbs/nouns: bad; wrong; lack of what is denoted by the verb or noun 
	to misinterpret; to misjudge; to misapply; to misrepresent
mismatch; misinterpretation

	multi-
	added to adjectives/nouns: many times; many
	multimodal; multidimensional; multilateral;
multiculturalism 

	non-
	added to adjectives/nouns: not showing the characteristics of what is denoted by the adjective or noun
	non-toxic; non-renewable; non-negotiable; nonexistent
non-intervention

	over-
	added to verbs/nouns/adjectives: too much of what is denoted by the verb/noun/adjective
	to oversimplify; to overestimate; to overheat; to overfill; to overdo
oversupply; overcapacity; 
overheated



All definitions are based on Stein, Gabriele (2007): A Dictionary of English Affixes. Their function and meaning. München: Lincom.




2. Some useful links and books
Academic Word List
- AWL Highlighter:
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~alzsh3/acvocab/awlhighlighter.htm 
- AWL Gapmaker:
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~alzsh3/acvocab/awlgapmaker.htm 
- AWL Exercises:
Huntley, Helen (2006): Essential academic vocabulary. Mastering the complete Academic Word List. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin.
http://www.englishvocabularyexercises.com/AWL/index.htm 
http://www.ugru.uaeu.ac.ae/concordance/ 

Word formation
- Meaning/function of affixes
Stein, Gabriele (2007): A Dictionary of English Affixes. Their function and meanings. München: Lincom.
www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary 
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