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Activity 1: Identifying academic words and phrases

[image: ][image: ]Pair work     7 min.

a) Read the short text below and underline the words/phrases that you consider to be characteristic of academic texts/discourse.

“Scientists are sometimes classified as empiricists and theoreticians. Empirical scientists specialize in laboratory or field work. They gather evidence to test hypotheses and predictions. Theoretical scientists specialize in describing and explaining natural phenomena in terms of unobservable entities and processes. They also make predictions based upon their theories, although they might depend on the empiricists to complete the tests for them.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Source: http://www.crystaloutreach.ualberta.ca/ (SVI-TheoreticalKnowledge.doc)] 


b) Choose at least 4 words/phrases from the text and use them to construct a sentence that would make sense in your own subject of study. When you have finished, try another one.


Activity 2: Alternatives to “say”

[image: ] Individual work     3 min.

Complete the sentences below by filling the gaps with the following verbs. Don’t forget to use the appropriate tense! 

claim, hypothesize, suggest, infer, conclude

1. As early as 1996, Abrahams _______________ enforcing research into sustainable energies.
2. On the basis of these empirical data we can ________________ that there will be a dramatic increase in the demand for energy.
3. From what we have discussed so far, we can ________________ that …..
4. In 1987, X ____________________ that there was a relationship between poverty and illness. This was confirmed by empirical studies later on.
5. In his 2010 article Danielson _______________ that … But this could not be proven. 



Activity 3: Word formation
[image: ]Individual work     5 min.

Form new words by combining word stems with affixes and fill the new words into the gaps in the sentences below. 
Note: Each affix may be used only once, but one of the words will need more than one affix!

Affixes: -able, re-, -er, un-, under-, -ions 
Word stems: rely, illustrate, formulate, publish, estimate

1. As their conclusion contained some serious errors, they had to ________________ it.

2. They warned her not to _______________ the importance of networking at conferences.

3. They thought he was only interested in discussing the _______________ they chose to visualize the results of the research project.

4. Mrs. Michaels was very excited to meet the ____________ of the book she had written. He wanted to release it next month.

5. The results of John’s research were doubted. His lecturer thought that the data he collected were _____________.

Activity 4a: AWL Highlighter and Gapmaker
[image: ]Individual work     15 min.
OR 
[image: ][image: ] Pair work     15 min.


1. Use the AWL Highlighter (http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/alzsh3/acvocab/awlhighlighter.htm) to identify academic vocabulary in a short text (two or three sentences) of your choice. 

2. Use the AWL Gapmaker (http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/alzsh3/acvocab/awlgapmaker.htm) to create two gap-fill exercises (level 1 and level 10) on the basis of the text below:

“The data collection methods chosen for the original study were a mix of experimental tasks and naturally occurring or role-played and simulated interactions and the data was collected over a two-and-a-half-year period. The rationale was to collect data from which generalisations about linguistic and cross-linguistic development could be made over a period of time. ….”





Activity 4b (alternative to 4a if there is no access to the Internet)

[image: ][image: ]Pair work     10 min.

Get together with a partner.
Below is a text that is divided into part A and part B. One of you has to fill the gaps in part A, the other has to fill the gaps in part B with the words in bold print. Decide on who is going to work on which part. 
When you have finished, check your partner’s solutions. You can find the correct words in bold print in your version of the text.

Part A
abstract, context, equivalent, mental, phenomenon, specific, underlies, visual 

1. Declarative memory can be further subdivided into semantic memory, which concerns facts taken independent of __________ (1); and episodic memory, which concerns information __________ (2) to a particular context, such as a time and place. Semantic memory allows the encoding of __________ (3) knowledge about the world, such as "Paris is the capital of France". Episodic memory, on the other hand, is used for more personal memories, such as the sensations, emotions, and personal associations of a particular place or time. Autobiographical memory - memory for particular events within one's own life - is generally viewed as either ___________ (4) to, or a subset of, episodic memory. Visual memory is part of memory preserving some characteristics of our senses pertaining to _________ (5) experience. One is able to place in memory information that resembles objects, places, animals or people in sort of a __________ 6) image. Visual memory can result in priming and it is assumed some kind of perceptual representational system ___________ 7) this ___________. (8).
2. In contrast, procedural memory (or implicit memory) is not based on the conscious recall of information, but on implicit learning. Procedural memory is primarily employed in learning motor skills and should be considered a subset of implicit memory. It is revealed when one does better in a given task due only to repetition - no new explicit memories have been formed, but one is unconsciously accessing aspects of those previous experiences. Procedural memory involved in motor learning depends on the cerebellum and basal ganglia. 

Part B
accessing, contrast, implicit, involved, previous, primarily, revealed, task

1. Declarative memory can be further sub-divided into semantic memory, which concerns facts taken independent of context; and episodic memory, which concerns information specific to a particular context, such as a time and place. Semantic memory allows the encoding of abstract knowledge about the world, such as "Paris is the capital of France". Episodic memory, on the other hand, is used for more personal memories, such as the sensations, emotions, and personal associations of a particular place or time. Autobiographical memory - memory for particular events within one's own life - is generally viewed as either equivalent to, or a subset of, episodic memory. Visual memory is part of memory preserving some characteristics of our senses pertaining to visual experience. One is able to place in memory information that resembles objects, places, animals or people in sort of a mental image. Visual memory can result in priming and it is assumed some kind of perceptual representational system underlies this phenomenon.
In __________ (9), procedural memory (or implicit memory) is not based on the conscious recall of information, but on __________ (10) learning. Procedural memory is __________ (11) employed in learning motor skills and should be considered a subset of implicit memory. It is __________ (12) when one does better in a given __________ (13)due only to repetition - no new explicit memories have been formed, but one is unconsciously __________ (14) aspects of those __________ (15) experiences. Procedural memory __________ (16) in motor learning depends on the cerebellum and basal ganglia. 


Activity 5: Equipment
[image: ][image: ]Pair work     5 min.
	OR
[image: ]Individual work     5 min.

1. Do you know the English expressions for this lecture hall/seminar room equipment?
[image: MCj03975260000[1]]
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a._____________            b.______________         c._______________      d. _______________


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: MCj04412950000[1]][image: MCj03984590000[1]]Do you know what a beamer (or beemer) is in informal English? The pictures may help you...						 
It’s a ________________________________________!


2. How to translate German Folie
What do you call the “sheet” that you put on the machine in picture b? __________________
What do you call the different “pages” in a PowerPoint presentation?   __________________

3. Talking about practical matters in class
You’re in class and the sun is blinding you, but you’re sitting quite a bit away from the window. So you ask someone if he/she could draw the _______________ or pull the __________________ down. 
Your lecturer is using the OHP, but you can’t see the picture properly - it’s _________________________. So you ask your lecturer if he/she could _______________ it better. However, your lecturer is now standing before the picture! So you ask him/her to move ____________________.

Activity 6: Course requirements and organization 
[image: ]Individual work     3 min.

Fill the gaps in the following sentences. 
If you need help, you may look at your reference material.

1. Do we have to _________________ presentations in this course?
2. Last semester I _________________your lecture on microeconomics.
3. I missed the final exam because I was ill. Will there be a _____________?
4. My essay is due on Friday, but I won’t be able to finish it by then. I was sick and I’ve got a note from my doctor here. So I was wondering if I could get an _____________.
5. I would like to get 5 credit points in this course. What are your _________________?
6. I wanted to talk to you about my exam, but I couldn’t find any information about your ___________________.
7. Just a question: If I fail the exam, is there a possibility to ______________ it?
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