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Publication of your doctoral thesis on KOBRA 

 

Maintained by Kassel University Library, KOBRA offers the organizational and technical framework for the 

electronic publication of your doctoral thesis. KOBRA is both an electronic publishing platform and a digital 

archive for academic publications from members of the University of Kassel. 

 

The advantages for you as a doctoral student and for users are 

 Publishing in KOBRA is fast, free, and uncomplicated. 

 When publishing in KOBRA, the number of deposit copies is reduced to just three (cf. Regulations 

for deposit copies for doctoral theses). 

 Long-term archiving and availability of your doctoral thesis and the citability of the work are 

guaranteed under a globally unique identifier (DOI). 

 Your thesis will be deposited in the German National Library (DNB) and can be accessed at any time 

and from anywhere via the Internet, e.g. via KARLA, the catalogue of the University Library of 

Kassel, and the WorldCat, or the DNB.  

 The content in KOBRA can be found via the usual search engines (Google, MSN, Bing, MetaGer, 

Qwant, etc.) as well as via special scientific services (OAIster, BASE, GoogleScholar). A full text 

search is also possible. 

 
Registration 

You can log in to KOBRA via your university account ("uk number" without @...). If you do not have a university 

account, you can register with KOBRA as an external user (https://kobra.uni-kassel.de/login). 

 
Document submission - Start of a new publication 

After the login you can upload your doctoral thesis. This will be stored in a temporary collection at first. After 

the formal check (cf. Checking the submitted document), the document will be published in the appropriate 

collection. Already at the beginning of the publishing process, a DOI is reserved for your work, so you can 

integrate the DOI into the document before the final upload. In addition to regular submission, there is also 

the “Komfortablieferung” (convenience submission) option, where you only need to enter minimal information. 

The KOBRA team will complete the metadata. 

https://kobra.uni-kassel.de/
https://kobra.uni-kassel.de/
https://karla.hds.hebis.de/?lng=en
https://www.worldcat.org/
https://kobra.uni-kassel.de/login?locale-attribute=en
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License terms 

The agreement to the license terms is integrated in the publishing process. The terms and conditions can be 

found at https://kobra.uni-kassel.de/page/license (german only). In addition to this so-called "deposit 

license", which is necessary for publishing your work on KOBRA, any Creative Commons License  can be granted. 

With this license you define in detail the conditions of use and further processing of your publication. 

 
Checking the submitted document 

The submitted document will be checked by us with regard to some formal information on the title page (e.g. 

the date of the oral examination must be mentioned in the thesis) and technically processed. We will then send 

you a link to the version we have edited, which you can download there. This gives you the opportunity for a 

final check before the thesis is published on KOBRA for everyone to see. In KOBRA, standardized keywords 

from the Integrated Authority File (GND) are then added. The free keywords you have assigned are retained and 

can also be searched. 

 
Your rights as author 

The publication in KOBRA does not prevent further publication in printed or electronic form. The authors' 

copyrights are preserved. The authors themselves are responsible for observing the copyrights and exploitation 

rights of third parties. When concluding publishing contracts, you should therefore obtain a further, non-

exclusive right of use in accordance with the recommendations of the Wissenschaftsrat. 

Special regulations apply to the electronic publication of theses for which the publisher with whom you have 

already published your thesis has the right of first utilisation: in general, publication in KOBRA is no longer 

possible. However, some publishers allow electronic publication parallel to the print version. If in doubt, ask 

the publisher and have the right to publish by the university confirmed. 

For the re-use of articles in the context of cumulative theses, Publishers often have regulations that are more 

accommodating. If you are unsure whether and in what form you are allowed to republish articles within your 

cumulative thesis, please contact publikationsdienste@uni-kassel.de. 

 
Regulations for deposit copies for doctoral theses 

According to the General Provisions for Doctoral Degrees at the University of Kassel dated 14 July 2021 (non-

official translation), the publication obligation is completely fulfilled by the KOBRA publication. If the 

publication is carried out in accordance with the General Provisions for Doctorates 2016 (German only), three 

printed deposit copies must be submitted in addition to the online version.  

The printed copies must be identical in content and pagination to the online edition. We therefore advise you 

to complete the online publication first and then place a print order. Please hand in the bound copies (no ring 

binding) to the Dissertation Office of the University Library. 

Research Data 

If you want to publish research data on your thesis, you can use the DaKS data repository. The DOI of the data 

should be entered in the thesis and in the KOBRA metadata. The KOBRA DOI should also be entered in DaKS to 

ensure a two-way link to the publication. DOI pre-registration is possible in both systems. 

https://kobra.uni-kassel.de/
https://kobra.uni-kassel.de/page/license
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Integrated_Authority_File
mailto:publikationsdienste@uni-kassel.de
https://www.uni-kassel.de/uni/files/Forschung/Nachwuchsfoerderung/Promotion/Formulare_und_Downloads__englisch_/AB-PromO_Englisch_naF.pdf
https://www.uni-kassel.de/go/PromO2016
https://daks.uni-kassel.de/?locale-attribute=en
https://daks.uni-kassel.de/?locale-attribute=en
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Your contacts are 

For publishing in KOBRA 

 

Address: Kassel University Library 

- Research-related Services / KOBRA –  

Diagonale10 

34111 Kassel 

Contact: ✉: kobra@bibliothek.uni-kassel.de  

✆: (0561) 804-2107 or -7716 or -2763 

Homepage: https://kobra.uni-kassel.de/ 

FAQs https://kobra.uni-kassel.de/page/faq (German only) 

 

For data publishing 

 

Contact: ✉: daks@uni-kassel.de 

✆: (0561) 804-3889 

Homepage: https://daks.uni-kassel.de/ 

FAQs https://daks.uni-kassel.de/page/faq  

 

 

For the deposit copies 
 

Postal address: Kassel University Library 

- Dissertationsstelle -  

Diagonale10 

34111 Kassel 

Contact: ✉: diss@bibliothek.uni-kassel.de 

✆: (0561) 804-2159 

 

 

For questions about the doctoral procedure 
 

Postal address: University of Kassel 

- Doctoral Office - 

Mönchebergstr. 19 

34109 Kassel 

 

Delivery/Visiting Address: Campus Center, Moritzstr. 18, Room 3143 

34125 Kassel 

Contact: ✉: doctorate@uni-kassel.de 

✆: (0561) 804-2205 

Homepage: https://uni-kassel.de/go/doctoraloffice 

https://kobra.uni-kassel.de/
mailto:kobra@bibliothek.uni-kassel.de
https://kobra.uni-kassel.de/
https://kobra.uni-kassel.de/page/faq
mailto:daks@uni-kassel.de
https://daks.uni-kassel.de/
https://daks.uni-kassel.de/page/faq
mailto:diss@bibliothek.uni-kassel.de
mailto:doctorate@uni-kassel.de
https://uni-kassel.de/go/doctoraloffice

